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Safeguarding is a term which is broader than just ‘protection’ and relates to the action taken to 
promote the welfare of children & vulnerable adults and to protect them from harm.  Safeguarding 
must be everyone’s responsibility.  There are detailed guidelines (for instance “ Safeguarding 
children and young people’ on the Gov.UK website, published 14 July 2014) which establish the 
procedures and practices which organisations must adopt if they set out to work with children and 
vulnerable adults. 
 
These procedures are, of necessity, complex and detailed.  For an organisation like Tarvin 
Community Woodland Trust Ltd., where the activities involved in the maintenance of the woodland 
never involve such people, there seems to be little point in setting up mechanisms which are 
destined never to be used.  For the present time (and until alteration is found to be necessary), 
therefore, the Company Policy will be as follows:- 
 
1. Unsupervised children and vulnerable adults will NOT be a part of the Trust’s maintenance 

or routine activities. 
2. Children and vulnerable adults should always be encouraged to use and to be a part of 

organised activities in the woodland, BUT they must be the responsibility of a parent or of 
an adult in possession of the relevant authorisations and checks.  Trustees and volunteers 
can never be more than an assisting presence. 

3. Where an organisation sets up an activity within the woodland (with or without the 
collaboration of the Trust), IT IS THE RESPONSIBILITY OF THAT ORGANISATION TO 
FULFIL ALL OF THE RELEVANT SAFEGUARDING REQUIREMENTS. 

4. No Trustee or Volunteer may ignore the requirement for any children or vulnerable adults 
who are undertaking activities in the woodland to have responsible adult(s) (other than 
Trustees or volunteers) with them.  However, it remains the responsibility of the organisation 
(and NOT the Trust) to ensure that all relevant permissions are in place. 

5. However, we must always be aware that, whilst it is the responsibility of the organisation 
running an activity to ensure that appropriate safeguarding measures are in place, there 
remains a responsibility of the Trust to ensure that we have sight of the relevant 
documentation that confirms this.  (A well-meaning but untrained adult volunteer cannot run 
an activity without supervision) 

6. In the event that the Trust itself decides to begin work with Children and Vulnerable Adults, 
then this policy must immediately be revisited and revised. 
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